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 An Interfaith Memorial Vigil for Charleston will be held Sunday, 
June 28 at 3:00 pm at Grace Episcopal Church, 175 Mathewson Street 
Providence. The service will include a memorial flower dedication. 
Participants may wish to bring a flower.  Parking is available in the lot 
behind the church.  Media attention is invited.    
 
 The senseless tragedy at Emanuel AME in Charleston was shocking 
to everyone.  Heartache has quickly emerged from our initial sense of 
numbness.   This time, the pain of loss by gun violence is made worse by 
the disturbing presence of racism and the desecration of a sacred place.   
We will pray with loving concern for the Emanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church Community in Charleston, especially for the families of 
the pastor and congregants who were lost.   
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 It is our intention to bring together the diversity of people that make 
up Rhode Island.   We will mourn and we will celebrate the lives of those 
who have been lost at Emanuel AME church.  As people of faith, we face 
the suffering caused by gun violence, believing that healing is possible.  We 
understand the universal yearning in all human hearts for peace, for justice 
and for safety.  We know that we are all God’s children and that all lives 
matter.  Racism must be affirmatively disrupted and replaced by mutual 
acceptance and affection.  
 
 “The killing of a pastor and eight congregants in a church has caused 
anguish in every community in Rhode Island.” said Jim Vincent, President 
of NAACP Providence.  “The outpouring of concern could only be 
addressed in a church service.”  Rev. Gene Dyszlewski, the chair of the 
Religious Coalition for a Violence-Free Rhode Island remarked,  “My hope 
is that we will gather in prayer as neighbors, but in sharing grief we will 
emerge as kin.”   
  
Sponsors of the event include: 
The Religious Coalition for a Violence-Free Rhode Island 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People - 
Providence Branch  
Rhode Island State Council of Churches 
Baptist Peace Fellowship Rhode Island  
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministries of Rhode Island  
First Unitarian Church Providence 
Grace Episcopal Church Providence  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is the 
nation’s oldest and largest civil rights organization. The Providence Branch 
was founded in 1913.  It’s mission is to ensure the political, educational, 
social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial 
hatred and racial discrimination. The NAACP works successfully with allies 
of all races, who believe in and stand for the principles on which the 
organization was founded. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Religious Coalition for a Violence-Free Rhode Island is a group of 
religious leaders from a variety of faith traditions who have made at a 
common commitment to promote a safe and secure community. We 
recognize a universal yearning in all human hearts for peace and justice. 



 

 

Thus, we have covenanted to affirm and promote principles of nonviolence 
embodying the moral convictions of our respective faith traditions. 


